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FACTS  Earned a contract with the NHL team, Bu�alo Sabres, for the 
International Ice Hockey Federation U20 World Juniors, achieving major 
strategic goals for the business .

In 2009, Kristen Wood decided to start her own event management and sport tourism company after nearly 20 
years in the industry. Sport Nation o�ers unparalleled support for event directors who stage athletic competitions 
with their services including registration, housing, ticket sales, event management, and education programs, such 
as their Sport Academy.

Just three years ago Kristen joined the Women’s Business Center’s (WBC) Elevate Advisory Group. Becoming very 
focused on building her strategy for growth and achieving her goals, Kristen has seen great expansion in her 
business. Sport Nation has seen, minimally, a 30% increase in revenues each year, hired a full-time employee and 
expanded the o�ce space.  To further success, in 2017, when the Bu�alo Sabres were hosting the International Ice 
Hockey Federation U20 World Juniors, Kristen earned the contract to manage the entire event’s fan and media 
housing. This contract not only was a great win for Sport Nation’s revenue, it also achieved four strategic points of 
business Kristen was working towards attaining: with the Sabres, an International tournament, in the winter and in 
the sport of hockey.

Kris is doing an incredible job utilizing the resources at the WBC, her Advisory Group’s expertise and the Canisius 
College student connection to keep her positive growth trend. Exceeding expectations, Sport Nation surpassed 
2017 revenues early on in 2018 and is working on other business expansions for the future.
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“Joining the Canisius 
Women’s Business Center 
was a crucial turning 
point for Sport Nation, 
a value of which I would 
never underestimate.”



The Women’s Business Center aims to be the home of women entrepreneurship in Western New York by 
supporting women business owners through all stages of business growth with high quality education, 
connections and community to further their economic opportunities.

WBC SOCIAL PERFORMANCE IMPACT AND 2017 HIGHLIGHTS

WBC 2017 IMPACT
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19,041
WOMEN OWNED FIRMS

4,337
WOMEN OWNED FIRMS


